
 

 

 

 

 

      

Reading together to Support Early Literacy 
 

Children who have lots of experiences with books absorb the rhythms and 

patterns of language.  While we can’t expect infants and toddlers to learn to 

read and write yet, they are nevertheless developing skills that provide a 

foundation for later literacy. When you share books with your very young child 

you support emerging literacy.  Here’s how: 

 

By reading together, you help your child learn that pictures and words are 

symbols that can be interpreted. For example, at around 12 months, an infant 

seems to understand that the cup in a picture on the page represents a cup like 

the one she drinks from every day.  Another child, age 17 months, enjoying the 

book Goodnight Moon with his dad, may murmur, “Hush,” when his dad turns 

to the page about a quiet old lady who was whispering, “Hush”  

 

You expose your child to new words, thereby increasing her vocabulary.  . 

Storybooks use words that are generally absent from day-to-day speech. The 

Napping House, for example, contains many descriptive words related to 

napping, such as slumbering, snoozing, and dozing, which adults may rarely 

use in a conversation with a child. By hearing new words in the context of a 

story and having them explained by an adult, children’s word comprehension 

will grow, and they will eventually incorporate new words into their spoken 

vocabularies. 

 

You familiarize your child with the conventions of print. Very young children 

using books in English learn that they are read from front to back, from the left 

of the page to the right, and from the top of the page to the bottom.  Children 

learn that books have names (or “titles”) and that they are written by 

“authors.” Some older toddlers might be interested in books whose layouts 

break the rules; for example, books that are read from back to front, from right 

to left, or up and down the page in vertical columns. 

Article adapted from original publication by the National Association for the 

Education of Young Children.  Visit the original publication online for helpful tips 

when reading with your child: 

https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/read-together-support-early-literacy  
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Garden Song 
 

We have a little garden, 

A garden of our own, 

And every day we water there 

The seeds that we have sown. 

 

We love our little garden, 

And tend it with such care, 

You will not find a faded leaf, 

Or blighted blossom there. 

https://www.naeyc.org/our-work/families/read-together-support-early-literacy

